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Who is a wiſe man and endued with * amon A Fou, 22 
let him ſhew out of a good converſation his works wit Wee! ONS IS ne, $a 
neſs and wiſdom. But if ye have bitter envyitigs aud! 
in our hearts, glory not and lie nut againſt the truth. This: OF, 
wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſonſdal, 27 
deviliſh, For where envying and ſtrife iS, there is confuf.ſooůn 
and every evil work. But the wiſdom: that is from above is firſt? ...- -* - 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full, e 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and hy pocriſy. | 
And the fruit of r is ſown i in peace of them that, 
: make peace. Jam-1 i. 6 laſt verſen. | 
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ec O engage in religious controverſies, 

Fa am ſenſible requires no ſmall abr- 
8 Ws lities, no little portion of time. I 

E | freely confeſs I do not abound in 
Vet I am not aſhamed of what I 
» Kake to be truth, or of them who confeſs and 

actice it, be they of what denomination 

y may, and therefore I own myſelf of the 

4 number of thoſe people which you and your 
colleagues will not ſo much as allow to be 

Chrifttans, and whom _ reproach 1n public 
and private, in ſuch language as the archan- 

-gel dared not uſe when he Jifpured with the 
devil, Jude 9. Although Tenter the liſts with 

Mr. H. and yourſelf I cannot pretend to any 
Akill at the weapons you both uſe. Nor do 

1 ever deſire to handle them. I neither want 

_ to imitate your wit nor learn your rhetoric; 
but defire heartily my conſcience may be 

,, conſtantly under both the awful authority of 

our A Saviour's precepts, who commands 


us 


E 

us to return good for evil, and the ee 
inffuences of His example who was mee 
and lowly in heart; who, when he was reviled 
reviled not again; when he ſuffered threatned 
not, but committed himſelf to him who judg- 
eth righteoufly: tis hard to imagine how men 
that freely aſſume to themſelves the name of 
chriſtians, as you do, ſhould fo uncharitably 
deny it to others, can fo long forget that 
charity and meeknefs are diſpoſitions or prin- 
ciples eſſential to that holy religion you pro- 
fefs. That this has been the caſe needs no 
argument to decide. Now I take for granted, 
you acknowledge that all things here below 
are tranſitory and uncertain, and as a profeſſed 
divine of the Church of England, you hold as 
equally true, That we muſt all de and make 


N 


our appearance at the awful bar of the majeſtx 


of heaven to receive dur Juſt reward. Ac» 
eording to the deeds done in the body whe- 


ther they be good or evil; and ſurely, it is 


from the confideration of theft © truths and 


knowing not only the happineſs thoſe poſſefss 


who have made their calling and election fure, 


but alfo, as the apoſtle fays, knowing: ag 


terrors of the Lord, the minifters of the Mer - 


laſting goſpel are endeavouring to perfflade 


men, that they may eſcape the dreadful ef- 
feQs of obſtinate impenitencey, and be made 
holy and happy here and for ever. Now one, 
in no whit behind the chiefeſt of theſe (even 


before many of them had their exiſtence) is. 


the Rey. Mr. J. Weſley, whoſe labours the 
Almighty has been pleaſed abundantly - to- 


crown. with ſucceſs, but who like his bleſſed 


Lord and Maſter has deeply experienced the 


K 


4 
truth of theſe words, If they have perſecut - 
ed me they will perſecute you alſo— the ſer· 
vant is not above his Lord.“ This has been 
the experience of the children of God in all 
ages, from thoſe who know not the truth as 
it is in Jeſus. But that thoſe ſhould become 
perſecutors who acknowledge One Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, even that of the Holy 
Ghoſt; one God and Father of all, in all, 
and thro? all,” is really aſtoniſhing ! That 
this 1s really true, the many publications gone 
abroad into the world of late, will fully de- 
monſtrate, which if they were not from your 
immediate hands, have Kas under your cor- 
recting pen, and conſequently have had your 
approbation. — The Goſpel Magazines (fo 
| falſlely called) have teemed with ſlander and 
ö abuſe both in proſe and rhime: That of July, 
1777 in particular, bears that infamous ballad, 
| called “ a dialogue between Old Nick and 
Old John,” fabricated in the bottomleſs 
pit, which your auguſt ſelf corrected for the 
pPreſs, (if it is not a ſpecimen of your poetical 
,, \ abilities,) hiffing with ſuch venomous ſpite, 
that even heathens might bluſh for the author 
when they read it“. 5 
The pamphlet intitled © Impoſtor Detect- 
ed” ſubſcribed by Rowland Hill, who one 
might have imagined had ranſacked Billingſ- 
gate for the expreſſions it contains. But when 
we conſider the genuine author, the wonder 
may ceaſe, for who can bring a clean thing 
aut of an unclean? Now I ſhould have ima- 


gined 


Reader, Mr. T. is an Editor and Corrector of 
- | theſe chriſtian pieces, I am well inform'd, 


— 
at 


- 


2 
($9 
ined that the chriſtian-like reply that Mr. 
W. has publiſhed in anſwer thereto would 
have fileaced your clamour, bat alas ! jealoufy 
is crueller than the all-devouring grave; Not 
content therewith, poor Rowland is once more 
dragged into ſervice, and after upwards of 
four months ſtudy, a pamphlet of 45 pages 
makes its appearance, entitled “ A full an- 
ſwer to Mr. W's. Remarks, —and it is begun 
by vindicating the Calviniſts and Lady Hun- 
tingdon from — ** wngentrous aſperſions of Mr. 
John Weſley”—which never yet were formed. 
then theſe gentlemen can vindicate what 
never had exiſtence. By and by we may hear 
and fee a comment on the liquid air, it's 
parts and particles, ſinews and neryes, and 
in ſo doing from a fix-penny pamphlet it 
may ſwell to a crown octavo volume, then to 
a Folio, and fo on by length of time to a8 
many books as there are days in the year. 
This reminds me of a ſtory I once heard of a. 
Dutchman, who was ſaid to have wrote a' 
commentary. on the word Shibboleth, which 
not ſatisfying a brother commentator, Rill: 
more voluminous than himſelf, out comes an 
anſwer in five folios: ſome have gone. ſo far as 
to ſay there was a reply in fifteen, and pof- 
fibly Mr. 'H's next, inftead of 45, will make 


V 
| ang? 


450 pages, —Now as this performance, page 


after page, line after line, carries its own al- 


Fwer with it, there needs no comment, onlix 
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Mr. H, has thought fit once more to tell ts 


world what he really in his-heart belieyes to 


be falſe, ſuppoſing Mr. R Hen * had told him -, 


43 N 


* Candid Reader, what can be thous he of this g 
unfortupate man's teſtimony vou will beſt Judge! 5 


- 


5 

the paltry ſtale ſtory of the Grecian Biſhop, 

that "Mr. W. ſhould requeſt of him epiſcopal 

conſecration, which in the very nature of it 
ſeems totally void of probability. 

But page 32, Mr. H. declares to all the 

| world, tc the ſevereſt terms found in his Im- 

poſtor Detected, of either firſt or ſecond edi- 


tions, he never faw will they were 1n print,” 


, R ooo — — 


- #2 2 mani- 


7 and may we not as reaſonably think that he 
knew not what he himſelf wrote? For he tells 


aus, in the ſame page, he was travelling in 


' Devonſhire and Cornwall, and as ſoon as he 
knew of it he immediately wrote to London to 
rectify the miſtakes as he ſays; but no doubt 
it was to ſtop the ſale of them. But he found 
they were all fold off!, what then could he 
.do? No otherwiſe than he has done almoſt 
through the book, attempt to clear himſelf, 
leſt ſhame and guilt ſhould overtake him, 
He then goes on page 37. As to my bre- 
.-4% thren that are happily we here of the 
«& moſt bleſſed truths 2 everlaſtin, love, (that 
is as you phraſe it, the decrees) · Let them go 
6 forth as the Lord's _ . them 
« hear what they will, and read what the 
60 will,” and I lay, ds what they will, too, 1t 
cau never affect them: for Mr. H. adds, 861 
am fully perſuaded, that where once the 
| 80 divine efficacy of al . love has 


a "Ger his precepts were at any time od, his 


| 


practice has ſhamefully reproached them: Would it 


not much better have 175 — Mr. H. to have left | 


his name to be buried in oblivion ? _ -* 

t Now, Reader, who mod jo imagine altered 
the manuſcript, if not. compos'd it? To blame the 
Printer would be abſurd: * paſs your judgment 


r ; ſurely you ow L * Mr. P. 


1 
£ manifeſted this glorious ſalvation to the 
6 ſoul firm as the everlaſting mountains ſhall | 
&© they ſtand in theſe bleſſed truths of God.“ 
Very true! Suppoting by Lying, Slandering, 
and Defamation they do not make ſhipwreck 
of the faith. Then, Sir, you ſhould have 
told Mr. H. if he knew no better, that theſe. 
ſhall receive the reward of unrighteouſneſs, 


as he ſays p. 45, glad ſhall I be to quit the 
field of controverſy,“ and it is to be hoped 
you will ſuffer him to fulfil his wiſh, for he 
declares p. 44, he has © finiſhed all he had to 
„ advance againſt Mr. W.“ and what a pity 
you have not found him more? But it may be 
aſked, Do all Calviniſts and thoſe who differ 
from Mr. W. in opinion treat him after this 
manner? I anſwer no, (God forbid !) There 
are many, or many, who differ in ſenti- 

ment, yet highly honour, eſteem and love 


But he really is quite tired of your ſervice, 


him for his works ſake, and not not only ſo, 


but inforce and inculcate the ſame fundamen- 
tal:-doCtrine*, The love of God and man in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 5 | 


And 
* See aSermonentitled . Youth's Monitor,” lately 


publiſhed by Mr. De C—n. It may be aſked, why \ . 
| 


this gentleman's name is brought in queſtion, ſee- 
ing he never proſtituted it to ſuch vile work? I an- 
ſwer, from no reflection on him, he is, I firmly be- 
lieve, both a chriſtian and a gentleman, though 
he may differ from Mr. W. in ſome points which 
are not eſſential to falvation, yet he can with the 
venerable ſeer, teſtify that, to fear God and kee 
his commandments, - is man's whole and chief. 
_ eſt good. See Sermon throughout. But when Mr, 
W. afferts this. Theſe geniuſes, theſe puerile 


ike; 
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And now, worthy Sir, ſuffer me to expoſtu- 
late with you, and do not deſpiſe it becauſe 
of my inferiority. Remember, when the rudd 
countenanc'd youth David went down to ſee 
the battle, they exclaimed againſt him, that 
it was the. pride and the naughtineſs of his 
heart. But was there not a cauſe? His fling 
and ſtone overcame Goliath's ſpear. Neither 
can you conceive I want to enter into a con- 
troverſy with- you. For whatever your na- 
tural endowments may be, your acquired abi- 
lities are far ſuperior to mine. I Know, diſ- 
putants often turn combatants, and in this 

lite and refined age, you know the ſword 
and the piſtol are too often elected to decide a 
difpute : but I hope that will not be the caſe 
with us, the weapons of our warfare are not- 
fo carnal, at leaſt I can anſiver for my ſelf but 
ſhould you demand uch ſatisfaction, the conſe- 

uences might to me prove fatal: His majeſty 

might loſe a loyal ſubject, a wife a tender hut- 
band, and an infant a loving father. Now as 
truth is preferable to gold, in Solomon's eſti- 
mation, I revere it, whether it comes from the 
Rev. Mr. John Weſley, or whether it is the 
production of the irreverend Auguſtus Topla- 
dy; and had you ſtrictly adhered to this in all 
your Writings, it would have prevented me a 
difagrecable taſk, and I wiſh a more able 
perſon had undertook it. | 

You are, if I miſtake not, Vicar of Broad 
Hembury : I would. then have you ſeriouſly 
conſider the flock over which the Biſhop Fx 


. textuaries, theſe ſpriys of divinity, theſe Topladians, 
ifI may ſo call them, call it “ 3ungling ſcraps of na- 
ture, ſuch as heathens might preach. To be ſare 
there bs ſome difference betwech heathen ſouls and 
theirs ! * 


69) 


the ene bas made you overſeer”” and ſure 
I am there be ſome, who, if they do not want 
warning to flee from the wrath to come, (which I 
much doubt) yet certainly want buzlding up iu 
our moſt holy faith. Remember, it is an awful 
charge : and hear what the Lord ſays to neg- 
lecting ſhepherds, by his prophet Ezekiel, ch. 
34. ver. q, and 10. 4 live Vith the Lord God. 
Surely becauſe my flock became a prey, and my flock 
became mea: to every beaſt of the field, becauſe there 
was no ſhepherds, neither did my ſhepherds ſearch 
for my flocks But the ſhepherds fed themſelues and 
fed not my flock ; therefore O ye Shepherds hear the 
word of the Lord! Thus faith the Lord God, Be- 
hold T am againſt! the ſhepherds and I will requit# 
my flock at their hands. Imagine to yourſelf 
your being at the awful bar of the Lord, that 
this accuſation is brought in charge, Would 
you conſiſtently with yourſelf reply, Lord, 
„Thy ſervant was no Arminian free-willer : 
I believed myſelf. one of thy ele& ones: 1 
have eat and drank in thy preſence, and in 
thy name done many wonderful works; I 
have not caſt out devils, it is true: but I have 
don? all in my power to have dreadful here- , 
tics caſt out of thy church, ſuch as cannot 4 
believe thy dear decrees as I do, which thy 
almighty power prevented by adamantine fate 
or ever they were born?“ No, I am certain 
you would not dare. O Sir, why is it then, 
that true, vital religion has ſo ſmall influence 
in the world? Or why is it mankind fo con- 
temn the precious truths of the goſpel, is it 
becauſe the Lord is ſlack as ſome men count 
flackneſs? Or is it becauſe they are only 
phantoms, the vain traditions of men ? — 

. c Sr - 
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ther is it not becauſe they are taught that 


whatever they do whether good or evil is 
right? They can no more help it than a ſtone 


can fly: they are © commoved in their 
| brains ＋ and their ideas of things are excited 
or impelled and muſt neceſſarily act accord»: 


ingly —and when the Lord commands them 
to repent, In the day of his power, he will 

ſe whom he hath ordained to r 6 
and be ſaved, and the reſidue of mank ind fhall 
be damned for doing what they could not 
avoid doing. And this is trumpeted forth 
thro? all the land for the loving goſpel of. 
Chriſt, and if any one dares ſpeak or write 


contrary-wiſe, he is immediately ranked with 


Papiſts, Socinians, Heretics, Impoſtors !. tho? 


the doctrine taught is as wide from error, as 
| yu is from truth, — They are not like St. 


ul permitted to be heard touching the things where- 


/ they affirm, neither do you ſearch the ſerip- 
| tures for the truth of them. No; — Herefy, 
Hereſy, is the cry! Now Sir, I will for once 
| ſuppote Calviniſm to be the genuine goſpel, 
| er, upon your hypotheſis, that the adorable. - 


Joſus, when he undertook the redemption of. 


fallen Adam, and in him of all his poſterity, 


uttered his laſt breath, It is fimſhed, I ſay, 
ſuppoſe he only meant, for one in twenty the 


clect only which has no place in ſcripture, 
; Did he notdie to redeem them from all fin, 
and to purify to himſelf a peculiar people, 
; zealous of good works? And when you are re- 
/ Vvaling your brother either by ſpeaking or 


writing, 


4 See Mr, T—!s Philoſophical Neceflity Aſert- 
ed, P- 22. : + 


tn}. 
writing, are you zealous for the truth puri- 
fying your heart and conſcience from every evil 
word and work. Can you ſay, you are en- 
dea vouring to keep a conſcience void of of- 
fence, towards God and towards man, and 
that you are labouring to be found of him in 
ace, not doing your own will, but the will 
of him that ſent you, and, ſure I am, you was 
not ſent (at leaſt by your ordination) to do the 
devil's drudgery; and if malice, contention, 
and revenge are not the devil's drudgery, I 
know not what is. | | e "Beg 
In ſhort what can be ſaid for this malicious: 
enmity towards Mr. W. who does none of you | 
any manner of harm, nor ever did? I really 
ſee but one cauſe, whether it be the effect of 
the warm weather of late, or whether in your | 
childhood you had an untucky blow, I can't 
pretend to ſay: Vou impute it to the divine be- 
ing, but be it as it may; certainly the fibres of 


your brain are ſtrangely commoved, and the 


commotion has been ſo great as to cauſe them to 
be turned as we vulgarly ay topſy tarvy ! 
Hence it is that poor Mr. T. puts bitter Fl 
ſweet, ſweet for bitter, calls evil good, and good 
evil; imagines black to be white and white 
to be black. The diſorder has been epidemi- 
cal; and many have caught it, particularly 
ſome of the young gentry of the Tabernaele 
upon vrhom it has had ſuch a contagious effect 2 
that one would imagine them to be quite deli- 
rious;—throwing out againſt Mr. W. accu- 
ſations which they know to be falſe; Howe- 
ver it is to be hoped the time paſt may fully _ 
ſuffice wherein they have done amiſs, and 
that the happy period 1s coming when they. 
will fee their folly. Before I conclude, I fin- 
cerely beg you not to conſtrue this into 
| ſpleen 


( 12 ) 
ſpleen, idee! your chriſtian charit won't ad- 
mit it, and I hope you won't conſider me an 

object worth your atttention, and I need not 
| fear it, if I rightly conſider that you will not 
| contend for the wall with a chimney- ſweeper“. 
Thus far then I am ſafe, and eſpecially when 
Mr. H. declares, laſt page, he will not pax 
the leaſt attention to any, compoſition what⸗- 
ever, I hope he will: regard his word, as he 
has pledged it. Then may we ſay the con- 
troverſy will end indeed; then dall brother 
no more lift up ſword againſt brother, nor learn 
war any more. For this noble purpoſe; let by 
all as the elect, “ or approved of God,” put 
one bowels of mercy, compaſſion, long-fuf: 
fering, gentleneſs, mee kneſs, loving-kind- | 
neſs, forgiving. one another, Even as God for 
Chriſt's fake has forgiven us, and in order 
chat we may be enabled to do chis, let us all 
with one heart and voice ery unto him, who 
ruleth over all, and Jam ſure we cannot in 
mode ſuitable. words than 1 in the language of, 5 
our church, and ſay q- 2 8 
= _ Almighty God, Who ſhewerh to their 56 

ie that be in error the light of, thy truth, to 
« the intent that they may return into the 
cc way of righteouſneſs; Grant unto all them 
e that are admitted into the fellowſhip; of, 
„ Chriſt's Religion, that they may eſchew: 
© thoſe things that are contrary to their pro- 

ce feſſion, and follow all ſuch things as are 
5 agreeable, to the ſame, EY our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 2 
Biſhipſyate-Street, Os. 26, 1777. LE A 
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; ho 41 
9 polite erben Mr. T. uſes when he cane- 
not contute his opponent. 25 
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